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T.V. Munson,  Denison, Texas







Louis Qualia

Val Verde Winery

Del Rio, Texas



John Mortensen, U. Florida

Breeder of Blanc du Bois
Ernest Mortensen

A&M Research Crystal City, Tx



U.A. Randolph 

A&M Research Center

Montague, Texas



A&M Grape Research Field Day

Montague, Texas

1960………….9 People Attended



Bill Lipe A&M Viticulturist at Lubbock Research Center.



Ron Perry

A&M Research

Published: 1974

Texas Grape

Feasibility Study



George Ray McEachern

A&M Extension Horticulturist





C.O. Forester, Jr.

Grape Breeder

Lower Rio Grande Valley



Crites Vineyard

Diley, Texas

Final Vines from T.V. Munson

Collection.



Giant Mustang Grapevine

South Texas.



Charles McKiney and Roy Mitchell

Texas Wine Pioneers at University of Texas 

Department of Lands, Texas Tech University, 

and Grayson County College.



Larry A. Stein and U-Ark 1400

Tablegrape Variety Trial

A&M Research Station, Stephenville, Tx



Greg Cobb, Enology Instructor

TAMU College Station, Tx.



Justin Scheiner A&M Extension Viticulturist

and Assistant Professor at College Station, Tx



H.P. Olmo said; “Texas must grow V. vinifera”.



Cat Spring Grape Meetings



Cozette & Jerry Watson

Austin County Vineyards

Cat Spring, Tx



Raymond Haak, HAAK Vineyards and Winery



Andy Scott, Rio Farms, Lower Rio Grande Valley, Tx 



Neil Newsom, Plains, Tx ….Annual High Plains Grape Field Day



Jim Kamas ….Hill Country Horticulturist

Fredericksburg, Tx.



Ste. Genevieve, 1,000 acres at Fort Stockton, Tx



Jean Louis Haberer, Wine Master 

Ste Genevieve Vineyards and Winery at Fort Stockton, Tx.



Fall Creek Vineyards and Winery at Tow, Tx

with Ed and Susan Auler.



Paul Bonarrigo at Messina Hoff 

Bryan, Tx.



Gene Estes at Lost Oak Vineyards

Burleson, Tx.



Grayson County College Viticulture & Enology Center

Denison, Tx. Began in 1979 continues today.



Roy Renfro, Director

Grayson Co College

Viticulture & Enology Program



Roy Mitchell, Enology Instructor at Grayson Co College

                     1979 to 2005.



George Ray McEachern, Viticulture Instructor 

at Grayson Co College 1979 to 2001

Followed by Justin Scheiner.



Many top Texas Wine leadership

trained in viticulture and enology

at Grayson County College.



George Ray McEachern

and Larry Stein published

Growing Grapes In Texas 

and Texas Vineyard Guide

in 1983. 





1940 Pierce’s Disease recognized in South Texas by

Ernest Mortensen and USDA Disease Scientists



In the 1950’s over 1,000 acres of Vitis Vinifera wine grape 

varieties were planted south of San Antonio, Texas in the 

Winter garden area.  The plantings were supported with 

funding from the railroads serving south Texas.  The plan 

was to produce early ripening “table-grapes” which would 

then be shipped to northern markets before California 

varieties were on the market.  The O.P. Leonard 

Corporation of Fort Worth was one of the three major 

planters.  Unfortunately,  the vineyards failed due to 

Pierce’s Disease, freeze, Black Rot, or other factors.  Dr. 

H.P. Olmo of UC-Davis was asked to evaluate the failure; 

but no firm reasons were determined.  Thus, the modern 

Texas grape industry had a negative beginning.



Early A&M team to study Pierce’s Disease in Texas.



Glassy Winged Sharpshooter major vector of Pierce’s 

Disease. 



Jim Kamas, A&M

Leader of the

Pierce’s Disease Program







Val Verde Winery ancient vine training and pruning, works

great.



Penny Adams’ two stage cordon extension training.





Jerry Watson vine training and pruning via horizontal

divided canopy.



Bilateral Cordon with spur pruning and 

vertical shoot positioning or no positioning

has become the standard of Texas.



McEachern has a perfect

shoot concept to help 

determine the number of

buds to be left after 

dormant pruning.



Texas wine success in determined

by what we taste.



Texas A&M now has 5 undergraduate wine and vit classes

and a graduate teaching and research program.  The 

instructors on campus, and 6 vit Extension specialists

in North, West, Gulf Coast, and Hill Country.



Texas A&M faculty have and continue to work with the 

 Texas wine industry to evaluate and teach

 the quality and components of Texas wine.



Vine freeze prevention and management is an issue in Tx.



New and old varieties continue

to be evaluated by faculty and 

growers across the state.



Grape Varieties Resistant to Pierce’s Disease
                                  Grown in South and East Texas

Black Spanish or Lenoir……………..…origin not well identified.

Champanel………….…developed by T.V.Munson is a PD tolerant variety which makes 
outstanding jelly and jam.  It was also used as a rootstock for it PD and Cotton Root 
Rot tolerance.

Herbemont……………planted without death in south Texas as early as 1889 and 
continued until the current Vitis Vinifera varieties began in the 1970’s.

Blanc duBois……………….developed in Florida and has produced well in east and 
south Texas.  The Texas wines appear to be superior to those of Florida and have 
been commercially successful. 

In recent years; UC-Davis appear to have developed PD tolerant Vitis Vinifera 
varieties and seedlings which are being tested in Texas.



Rootstock studies have and continue to evaluate better

combinations for specific site and variety needs.



1990 A&M Short Course

in Burgundy.



1994 A&M Short Course in Medoc and Ste. Emilion.





2000 A&M Short Course in Mosel, 

Alsace, and Switzerland.
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